CANADA
dians were influenced by deep sentiments of attachment to
Great Britain and to the institutions of Britain. French-
Canadians shared none of the racial affinities but felt some
of the same attachment to British institutions. The German
persecution of the Catholic Church, as well as the invasion
of Catholic Poland and the Russian-German agreement
uniting the two anti-Catholic forces of Communism and
Fascism, strengthened the conviction that other French-
Canadian interests were involved. The German menace had
its own impact upon Canadians with Polish, Ukrainian,
Jewish, or Scandinavian origins. The British and the Euro-
pean associations proved decisive.
Powerful sentiments were operating, but there was a cold
and discerning appreciation of the issues and of the conse-
quences of a German domination of Europe. Canadian
opinion in the years after the rise of Hitler went through
some of the same stages as American opinion is now entering.
Canadian opinion, however, has been uninfluenced histori-
cally by any tradition of 'no entangling alliances' or of revolu-
tionary separation from Europe, and could more readily
appreciate the dependence of America upon British sea
power. For an American to state that the fate of the United
States is bound up with the fate of Europe and to admit that
British sea power is a factor in American security has meant,
until recently, opposing a deep-seated American conviction
and teaching. For a Canadian, such a statement is an ex-
pression of Canadian experience and history.
The imponderables, the 'Britishness', the sense of com-
munity with Britain shared by groups dominant in numbers
or influence throughout Canada should not be rninimized;
nor the reasoned, clear-sighted appreciation of solely Cana-
dian national interests. This appreciation of Canadian
national interests is, in fact, a projection, not only of Canadian
interests, but of the combined national or continental interests
of North America. That Canada has felt part of the world
and not merely part of the continent or hemisphere may*
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